
Prohibition

Personal drug use and posession is a

crime with criminal sanctions applying

with no exceptions or alternative

arrangements beyond law enforcement

‘Diversion Lite’

• Personal drug use & possession is a

crime including criminal sanctions

• Either by law or practice- police have

discretion to do something else on a

limited number of times or in limited

eligibility criteria. Often a caution or a fine

dischargeable by a health referral.

• Concerns include inconsistent

application and net widening and net

deepening.

• E.g. NSW EDDI, cannabis

caution scheme

Comprehensive diversion

• Retain personal drug use & possession

as a crime but remove criminal

sanctions (e.g., traffic, tax offences)

• Have a range of unlimited

non-criminal consequences with a

presumption of diversion

• Diversion could include caution,

referral to drug education, referral to

treatment, small fine

• E.g. Portugal

Full decriminalisation

• Remove personal possession and use

from the Crimes Act

• Supply still criminalised

• Existing health and welfare system

operates for drug dependency
Cooperative models & home

cultivation

• Law or practice allows clubs to

grow/distribute cannabis to members

for personal consumption at home or

Individuals to grow a certain number

of plants at home.

• For example, ACT laws that allow

2 per person, 4 per household,

cannabis plants to be cultivated

at home

• Uruguay Cannabis Social Clubs

Prescription model legalisation

• Use of drugs is legal

• Drugs are available via pharmacies

with a prescription.

• Other supply is illegal.

• Medical model can vary access

conditions for different drugs.

• E.g. medicinal cannabis

Commercial legalisation

• Personal use is legal and supply is

legal with drugs available through for

profit retail stores.

• Extent of regulation varies and could

include restrictions on advertising,

age, product etc.

• Taxed

• Eliminates/reduces criminal supply

• For example, alcohol and tobacco

Government monopoly legalisation

• Use of drugs is legal

• Drug supply is legal only through

government run or NFP stores

• Government controls all aspects of

availability

• E.g. Quebec re cannabis
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